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Tuesday, February 14, 2023, 11:00 a.m. Pacific via zoom 
Registration link:  https://secure.nif.org/twJ7HFtG9kuD0h6DLLe2Rg2 
 
The formation of the new Israeli government raises a deep concern for Israel's democracy.  Join 
this conversation to hear about the fight for religious freedom and social change in Israel. Shira 
will share her unique story as an orthodox woman on the forefront of the fight for religious 
pluralism, LGBT rights, and democracy in Israel. With the new government that will cater to the 
interests of the Ultra-Orthodox and Kahanists, where do these struggles stand?  How have civil 
society leaders and NIF’s grantees arisen to meet the challenges facing Israel today, and to 
wrestle with the big questions that Israelis -- and American Jews -- are grappling with in this 
moment? 
 
Shira Ben-Sasson Furstenberg is the Associate Director of NIF Israel and Director of the Development 
and International Relations Department. She previously served as Chief of Staff and grants and program 
officer at NIF and Shatil (NIF's action arm in Israel).  Shira was the director of the Jewish Pluralism 
Watch, the Masorti (Conservative) Movement's Knesset watch. She also served as the director of iRep -- 
Israel Religious Expression Platform -- at the Jewish Federations of North America.  Shira holds BA and 
MA degrees in sociology and anthropology from the Hebrew University and lives in Jerusalem. 
 
This event is free and open to the public.  For more information visit bethaverim.org; nif.org. 
 
Co-sponsors:   Social Justice and Adult Education Committees of Congregation Bet Haverim 
                           J Street Sacramento Region Chapter 
                           Congregation Beth Shalom of Carmichael 
  
The views expressed by this program, the speaker, or the speaker's sponsoring organization are not necessarily the views of the co-

sponsors or Congregation Bet Haverim. Our congregation is committed to honoring the diversity of thoughts and opinions within our 

community.   

*NIF is a 501(c)(3) public charity, and as such does not conduct activities to support or oppose any political party, campaign, or 
candidate for public office.   
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