🔔 *Friendly Reminder*: This newsletter does not constitute tax advice. Everyone’s situation is different, so please consult your tax advisor before taking action based on this information. We're here to help guide your generosity — always partner with your professionals too! 🤝
✡ CBH Newsletter: Tax‑Smart Giving for 2025 ✡
Congregation Bet Haverim – Davis, California
Opening Thought
As it says in Pirkei Avot: “The world stands on three things: Torah, service, and acts of loving-kindness.” Thoughtful giving helps sustain our community and strengthens the future of Congregation Bet Haverim.
Why This Matters
Charitable giving not only supports CBH’s programs, education, music, and spiritual life—it can also provide meaningful tax benefits. With the high 2025 standard deduction ($15,750 single; $31,500 married filing jointly; $23,625 head of household), many families may choose not to itemize each year. Strategies such as donating appreciated securities, making Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs), or bunching multiple years of contributions into one tax year can help maximize tax effectiveness.

This is general educational information only; please consult your tax advisor for personal guidance.
Sources: IRS standard deduction information — https://www.irs.gov/newsroom
Tax‑Smart Giving Strategies (2025)
	Strategy
	How It Works
	Tax Benefit / Limits
	Example (2025)

	Appreciated Securities
	Donate stock or mutual fund shares held more than 1 year. CBH accepts gifts through Fidelity (see detailed instructions below).
	Deduct fair market value up to 30% of AGI; avoid capital gains tax. Appraisal rules apply for certain gifts. IRS Pub 526: https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p526.pdf | IRS Pub 561: https://www.irs.gov/publications/p561
	Donate $25,000 in stock with $10,000 appreciation → $25,000 deduction + capital gains avoided.

	Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs)
	IRA owners age 70½+ transfer funds directly to CBH.
	Excluded from taxable income; counts toward RMD. 2025 annual limit: $108,000 per person. Fidelity QCD overview: https://www.fidelity.com/retirement-ira/required-minimum-distributions-qcds
	Couple donates $50,000 each → $100,000 tax‑free giving.

	Donor‑Advised Funds (DAFs)
	Contribute cash or appreciated assets to a DAF; recommend grants to CBH over time.
	Deduct up to 60% AGI (cash) or 30% (securities). IRS DAF guidance: https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/charitable-organizations/donor-advised-funds
	Donate $40,000 in stock → immediate deduction; send grants to CBH yearly.

	Charitable Bunching
	Combine multiple years of charitable gifts into one tax year to exceed the standard deduction.
	Maximizes itemized deductions in specific years.
	Family normally gives $15k/year; bunches $45k in 2025 → itemizes 2025, takes standard deduction in 2026/27.

	Real Estate Donation
	Donate appreciated property (subject to CBH acceptance and due diligence).
	Deduct fair market value up to 30% AGI; avoid capital gains. IRS Pub 561: https://www.irs.gov/publications/p561
	Gift rental worth $300k (basis $100k) → $300k deduction + $200k gain avoided.

	Bequests & Estate Gifts
	Name CBH in your will, trust, or as beneficiary of an account.
	Unlimited federal estate tax charitable deduction. See IRC §2055: https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/2055
	Donor with $5M estate leaves $250k to CBH → fully deductible.

	Life Insurance Gift
	Designate CBH as beneficiary or transfer policy ownership.
	Potential deduction for policy value or paid premiums. IRS Pub 561: https://www.irs.gov/publications/p561
	$25/month premium on $100k policy → deductible if CBH owns policy.

	Volunteer Expenses
	Deduct out‑of‑pocket costs (not time) for CBH volunteer service.
	IRS charitable mileage rate: 14¢/mile. IRS mileage info: https://www.irs.gov/tax-professionals/standard-mileage-rates
	500 miles driven for CBH → $70 deduction.


How to Make a Gift of Securities to CBH
Congregation Bet Haverim gratefully accepts gifts of stocks and mutual funds. These gifts may offer significant tax advantages such as avoiding capital gains tax and receiving a charitable deduction for the fair market value of the securities.

Before initiating a transfer, please notify the office so your gift can be properly acknowledged. to provide you with CBH & Fidelity-specific broker information, such as the DTC Number, Account Name and Number, CBH Tax ID (EIN)
📧 Email: director@bethaverim.org
📞 Phone: 530‑758‑0842
Brokerage Transfer Instructions
Fidelity Investments is CBH’s primary brokerage partner. Please reach out to the CBH office 
Closing
Smart, thoughtful giving helps sustain our community today and builds a strong future for generations. Thank you for your generosity and dedication to Congregation Bet Haverim.
